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Tennis Complex to be completed this semester 


By Katie Hall 
Editor 

Since the end of May, 
faculty, students and others 
driving by the TJC campus 
have been able to view the 
construction of the new ten¬ 
nis complex and facilities. 

The JoAnn Medlock 
Murphy Tennis Center is 
expected to be completed 
in December, Head Tennis 
Coach John Peterson said, 
but the courts are expected 
to be available for students 
to use by the end of Sep¬ 
tember. 

Besides the eight tennis 
courts being built, there will 
also be a two-story tennis 
center complete with coach¬ 
es’ offices and locker rooms. 
The second story will have 
facilities for tennis players 
to lounge and view tennis 


matches from indoors. 

The construction of the 
new tennis complex was 
made possible through 
donations of $850,000, 
$800,000 of that from the 
family of the late JoAnn 
Medlock Murphy. The en¬ 
tire cost of construction will 
be $1,068,000. 


The Tennis Center will be 
called the JoAnn Medlock 
Murphy Tennis Center in 
her memory. Murphy was 
a TJC student who played 
in tennis technology. Her 
husband, Jimmy Murphy, 
played football here and is 
in the TJC Hall of Fame. 
Continued on page 8 
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After five months of hard work and $1,068,000, the JoAnn Med¬ 
lock Murphy Tennis Center is almost ready for visitors. Students 
and faculty have been anxiously waiting since May for the project 
to be completed. The old tennis courts are still in use at this time, 
but they will most likely be turned into parking spaces. The coach¬ 
es are photographed next to the TJC Tennis Complex sign, which 
displays what the complex will look like after construction. Tennis 
coaches photographed are Assistant Coach Kimm Ketelson, Head 
Coach John Peterson and Luc Godin. 



Student Life takes new direction 


By Bethany Frank 
Assistant Editor 

Student Affairs and 
Residential Life staffs are 
working together to im¬ 
prove student life at TJC 
with events such as greek 
life and campus activities. 

“From orientation 
to graduation is our new 
motto,” Dean of Students 
Dr. Austin Lane said. “We 
want to keep our second 
promise of a vibrant stu¬ 


dent life, keep students on 
campus and raise the reten¬ 
tion rate.” 

Activities include First 
Year Experience with sev¬ 
en campus leaders who led 
the freshmen class during 
orientation. 

“This is a start of inten¬ 
tional programming at TJC 
to get students involved 
as early and often as pos¬ 
sible,” Lane said. 

The Aug. 19 Before 


School Bash drew 350 stu¬ 
dents to Rogers Student 
Center. 

“It is real important to 
start the semester with a 
bang, “ Katherine DeWitt, 
residential life area coor¬ 
dinator said. “We hope to 
keep students on campus 
and keep the party going.” 

Residential Life 
and the athletic department 
created “Bleacher Crea- 
Continued on page 4 
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“Wicker Man” disappoints viewers 
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Jennifer McQueen, gen¬ 
eral studies major. “Idon’t 
really think there is a prob¬ 
lem. I only see litter once 
or twice. It is better than 
my high school. There was 
trash everywhere.” 


Deymone Hogg, general 
studies major. “I think the 
campus is clean. It’s a nice 
environment. I like it. Oth¬ 
erwise I wouldn’t be here.” 


Kathryn Jackson, elemen¬ 
tary education major. “I 
think the campus is decent, 
but students need to have 
more pride and not litter. ” 


Questions? Comments? 

Let us hear what you have to say 

Send emails to: 

tjcnews@tjc.edu 


Do you believe litter on campus 
is a problem? 


Chris Koehler, business 
major. “I don’t think there is 
a problem. I’ve seen worse 
campuses, but we could use 
more trash cans, especially 
in the dorms.” 


By Katie Hall 
Editor 

“The Wicker Man” directed by 
Neil LaBute tells the story of a trou¬ 
bled police officer, Edward Malus 
(Nicolas Cage), and his desperate 
search to find his former fiance’s 
missing child. The movie also stars 
Ellen Burstyn, Frances Conroy, 
Leelee Sobieski and Kate Beahan. 

The movie begins 
with Malus being trauma¬ 
tized after a failed attempt 
to save a woman and her 
young child. After time 
off from work to recuper¬ 
ate, he receives a letter 
from his former fiance, 

Willow (Kate Beahan), 
pleading for his help as 
she tells him about her 
daughter’s mysterious disappear¬ 
ance. Uncertain of the path ahead, 
he travels to the small, relatively 
unknown island of Summersisle 
determined to find the missing 
girl. There he discovers that the 
townspeople know more about 
the situation than they let on. He 
believes their strange, cult-like 
lifestyle may play a significant 
role in the child’s disappearance. 

A movie with such acclaimed 


actors as Academy Award winners 
Nicolas Cage and Ellen Burstyn 
should be worth seeing, but this 
was not one of their better perfor¬ 
mances. The acting is extremely 
overdramatic, especially from 
Cage who seemed to overshad¬ 
ow the other actors in the movie. 
Sometimes an actor’s material can 
be blamed for a terrible perfor- 


Photo from movies.go.com 

mance, and in this case that is likely. 

The movie started off with 
some potential, but after about half 
an hour, the audience began look¬ 
ing at their watches wondering how 
much longer until they could leave. 
The movie was oddly disturbing, 
and lacked a point, although it did 
supply a few unintended laughs. 

Seeing this movie is not rec¬ 
ommended. It would only receive 
a generous C from this reviewer. 
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Harrison appointed English department chair 
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Harrison is in her thirtieth year of teaching at TJC. 


By Stacey Morris 
Staff Writer 

Sarah Harrison is the 
new English Language 
Studies Department Chair. 
Harrison has a master of 
arts in English and post 
master’s studies in Teach¬ 
ing in the Community 
College/Journalism. She 
attended East Texas State 
University, now Texas 
A&M Commerce, where 
she met her husband, Dr. 
Richard Harrison, commu¬ 
nications department chair 
at Kilgore College. 

Harrison is a familiar 
face around campus, where 
she has taught since 1976. 
She taught journalism from 
1981-89 and then began 
teaching English full-time. 
She also has experience 
teaching photography and 
college preparatory stud¬ 


ies. 

As a college student, 
Harrison aspired to become 
a print journalist, but her 
adviser steered her toward 
teaching. She worked for 
the Longview News Jour¬ 
nal where she was a “good 
news” feature writer for 
Community News, owned 
by the Journal. 

In 1989, Harrison wrote 
an English textbook under 
contract with Holt Rinehart 
Winston Publishing Com¬ 
pany, now Harcourt Brace 
Jovanovich. Her applica¬ 
tion for English Language 
Studies Department Chair 
was accepted last spring 
after the resignation of Dr. 
Alan Barnes, who served 
as chair for two years. 

Harrison believes an 
effective department chair 
must possess flexibility, an 


acute awareness of policy, 
an ability to communicate 
with one’s colleagues, a 
sense of humor and be a 
detail-oriented person. 

To be a successful de¬ 
partment chair, one must be 
“first and foremost a facul¬ 
ty member and an advocate 
for faculty,” she said. 

The English Depart¬ 
ment is large, but it feels 
like family. They have 
what they call a “benevo¬ 
lence fund,” to which they 
all contribute, to help each 
other in times of need and 
to give thoughtful gestures 
of support, such as get well 
or congratulations flowers. 
Harrison believes this de¬ 
partment is a “fine group 
that really cares about stu¬ 
dents” and strives to ac¬ 
commodate as well as ac¬ 
climate new students to 


college life. Aware of the 
“gender-gap,” she tries to 
connect with her students 
on a personal level and see 
things from their perspec¬ 
tive. She tells her students 
on the first day, “Everyone 
in this room has something 
to teach me,” and believes 
her students enrich her life. 

Her goals for the Eng¬ 


lish Department include 
continuing to take on en¬ 
deavors to help other de¬ 
partments’ work loads, to 
facilitate the use of and 
to grow with our fast- 
paced technology, to ac¬ 
cept change smoothly and 
“to maintain the collegial- 
ity in this department and 
continue to work together 
as we have,” she said. 


Literacy Council searches for volunteers 


By Robyne Brown 
Staff Writer 

The Literacy Coun¬ 
cil is an organization that 
helps adults who need to 
improve their literary skills 
like reading and also those 


who want to complete their 
General Education Diplo¬ 
ma. To volunteer, all any¬ 
one needs to do is call Nan¬ 
cy Hill and she will explain 
the training for volunteers. 
Some training is provided 


at the Literacy Council for 
those who need it. 

Those who need tutor¬ 
ing must call the office at 
903-533-0330 and make 
an appointment for assess¬ 
ment. All tutoring is free 
and probably will be ad¬ 
ministered in a classroom 
at the TJC West Campus. 
Volunteers can work at any 
time: mornings, afternoons 
or evenings and they can 
begin immediately. 

Volunteers can choose 
the way they want to tu¬ 
tor, either one-on-one or to 
a group of people. It’s the 
tutor’s decision to choose 
whatever is comfortable 
for them. 


Literacy Council 
hours are Monday through 
Wednesday from 8 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. and Thursdays 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. They are 
closed on weekends. 

The Literacy Council is 
located at TJC West Cam¬ 
pus at 1530 SSW Loop 323 
in Tyler. 

For more information 
concerning the Literacy 
Council check the web¬ 
sites www.proliteracy.org, 
w ww.literacycampus .org, 
and www.lcotyler.org, their 
website. For additional in¬ 
formation call Hill at 903- 
533-0330 or fax at 903- 
533-1801. 


Your 

ad 

could 
be here 

Call 903-510-2335 
or 

FAX 903-510-3508 

Ads rate $3 per 
column inch. 




Guitar Lessons 

by 

Richard Hill 
‘Hobbit” Lead Guitarist 


Beginner-Advanced Students (903) 283-3850 

Acoustic/Electric Guitar rthill 1823@cox.net 
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Residential Life increases student involvement 


Continued from page 1 

ture” and “Gold Rush” T- 
shirts with special seating 
for those wearing them at 
home games, DeWitt said. 
Shirts can be purchased in 
the athletic department or 
in the Spirit and Traditions 
Center in Rogers. 

“Stuff the Bus” is a 
Residential Life idea to 
help students attend away 
football games. They went 
to the TJC vs. Kilgore game 
and plan to attend the TJC 
vs. TVCC game Oct. 21. 

For the first time in 
years, TJC will host “Par¬ 
ents Weekend” Oct. 6-7 
giving students opportu¬ 
nity to show their parents 
what goes on here. The 
weekend will include a 
pep rally, open house and 
President’s Breakfast, 
where parents can meet Dr. 
Bill Crowe and influential 
faculty members, attend 
TJC-Kilgore game and the 
“Fifth Quarter Dance” for 
students afterwards, with a 
local radio station DJ. 

During Homecoming 
Week, student events will 
include a late night break¬ 
fast hosted by Residential 
Life in Rogers Student 
Center. 

They also plan to host 
a faculty, staff and student 
football tournament Oct. 
14, as a great way for stu¬ 
dents and faculty to meet 
and have fun outside the 
classroom, DeWitt said. 
Students can sign up in ear¬ 
ly October. 

“We want to keep stu¬ 
dents on campus,” DeWitt 
said. “We don’t want to 


be a commuter school. We 
want to draw students in.” 

To help that happen, 
Residential Life plans more 
“Blockbuster Programs” or 
big events. 

“We want something 
residents and students re¬ 
member,” DeWitt said. 

Student affairs plans 
“Apache Night Live,” a 
free movie series where stu¬ 
dents can watch big movies 
before they are released to 
video stores. “Pirates of 
the Carribean: Dead Man’s 
Chest,” Sept. 15 in Wise 
Auditorium, will open this 
series. 

“We want to keep stu¬ 
dents here and involved in 
a safe environment, but we 
have to compete with clubs 
and alcohol,” Student Ac¬ 
tivities Specialist Vincent 
Nguyen said. 

Students can look for¬ 
ward to more events includ¬ 
ing spring “Bed Races,” a 
competition between de¬ 
partments and student or¬ 
ganizations to race beds on 
wheels for prizes. 

“We will supply the 
beds,” Lane said. “We 
hope this will really hit it 
off and organizations will 
make their own beds and 
race those.” 

“The big challenge we 
have is there is no way for 
students to get their voices 
heard on campus,” Lane 
said. 

To change that, Resi¬ 
dential Life formed Resi¬ 
dence Hall Association. 
This hall government sys¬ 
tem represents all the stu¬ 
dents who live on campus. 


Every residence hall has 
representatives who will 
work on programming with 
residence directors and as¬ 
sistants, DeWitt said. The 
goal is for these students 
instead of Student Senate to 
host most campus events. 
Any “on campus” students 
interested in participating 
should contact DeWitt at 
903-510-2345. 

Students can have 
“Dinner with the Dean,” a 
chance for students to meet 
with Dr. Lane and be heard. 
Students can give their 
opinions on all campus ac¬ 
tivities and what they hope 
to see in the future. 


“We want to continue 
to help students get a bet¬ 
ter experience than the year 
before,” Lane said. “We 
hope we can save a student 
and keep them in school.” 

Student Affairs chang¬ 
es to improve students’ first 
year experience include re¬ 
viving the information desk 
on Rogers second floor 
where students can find out 
what events are happening, 
buy tickets, vote and much 
more. 

“We are trying to cre¬ 
ate a better space and make 
better use of Rogers,” Lane 
said, by creating a new 
boardroom furnished with 


leather chairs and tables 
where organizations can 
meet. 

“There are 24 student 
organizations on campus, 
but there should be at least 
60,” Lane said. “We need 
to grow in our honor soci¬ 
eties and add some Greek 
letters to TJC. We want to 
improve every year. TJC is 
the first community school 
to launch some of these 
concepts. It feels like a 
four-year institution with 
all our history and tradi¬ 
tions. We just need to make 
it better.” 


Venue motivates creativity 


By Chris Shepperd 
Assistant Editor 

The Venue can be de¬ 
scribed as just that, “a 
venue that gives creative 
people a place to be mo¬ 
tivated and perform their 
work,” Speech-Theater 
Department Chair Dr. 
David Crawford said. “I 
would like to say it is a cof¬ 
fee house, but I am not sure 
the modern student knows 
what a real coffee house is” 
Crawford said. 

The Venue takes stu¬ 
dents back to a different 
kind of coffee house, to a 
place far removed from the 
current perception of Star- 
bucks or the Arcadia. “A 
coffee house was a creative 
juncture for artists to try 
out new material,” Craw¬ 
ford said. Material is exact¬ 
ly what students get when 
they step into The Venue. 


“lean stand up on stage, 
do my thing and not worry 
about how the crowd is go¬ 
ing to react,” Venue per¬ 
former Christina Ivey said. 
“Everyone is non-judge- 
mental and accepting. This 
is like my family.” 

The Venue started with 
an idea to bring creativity 
and socialization together. 
“The hope is to create a 
common ground experi¬ 
ence,” Crawford said. 

Prose, original poetry, 
original song, monologue, 
stand up comedy, interpre¬ 
tive reading and dancing 
are all just a small glimpse 
of what students may find 
at the Venue. All this is 
rounded off with coffee 
and maybe some brown¬ 
ies and cookies provided 
by the Green Acres Baptist 
Church College Depart¬ 
ment. 


“I am looking for some 
performers who are seri¬ 
ous about performance,” 
Crawford said. “It is all 
about performance art, not 
technical things like sound 
systems.” 

Nick Garrison, lead 
singer for local band The 
Artful Dodger said, “This 
is a fun place to play. Local 
setting, comfy atmosphere- 
I enjoy the chance to hear 
what other people do.” 

“It is great to have a 
chance to get up on stage. I 
love the great environment 
and the friendly people” 
Sophomore Mitzi O’Dell 
said. 

The Venue takes place 
on Saturday nights from 9 
to 11 in the Jean Browne 
Theater on campus. For 
information on how to be 
involved, contact 903-510- 
2678. 
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Welcome Week provides on campus student activities 



By Bethany Frank 
Assistant Editor 

After summer meet¬ 
ings, hours of preparation 
and over $10,000, Student 
Senate kicked off the new 
academic year with Wel¬ 
come Week Aug. 28- 


Sept. 1. 

“This was just a great 
way for us to help the stu¬ 
dents get more involved, 
and show students that TJC 
cares,” Senate President 
Billy Hays said. 

The week included 
events each 
day for students 
to participate 
in, concluding 
with the TVCC 
football game 
in Whitehouse. 

An ice 
cream social 
was hosted on 
campus for stu¬ 
dents to get a 
chance to meet 
the faculty and 


Spirit and Traditions 
Center opens in Rogers 

By Bethany Frank 
Assistant Editor 

The Spirit and Traditions Center on the first floor 
of the Recreation Room in Rogers Student Center, de¬ 
voted to TJC history, opened Aug. 31 during Welcome 
Week. 

“We want to give students a sense of pride and be¬ 
longing. We want the students to feel a part of the fu¬ 
ture of TJC through the journeys of the past,” Student 
Activities Specialist Vincent Nguyen said. 

The Spirit and Traditions Center is a lounge filled 
with accomplishments, jerseys and uniforms from all 
organizations on campus. It is a place for students to 
study, organizations to meet and may also be used in 
college recruitment. 

“There are so many traditions at TJC, and now they 
can all be wrapped in one big package in The Center,” 
Nguyen said. 

“The Center is an ongoing project that was given 
to us by Dr. Lane back in May,” Recreational Services 
Coordinator Jonathan Pollard said. “It has been a lot 
of hard work, but we hope that organizations will con¬ 
sider it their own space.” 


staff. Over 600 scoops of 
ice cream were served to 
about 400 students who at¬ 
tended. The evening was 
concluded when 200 free 
movie tickets were passed 
out to see “Snakes on a 
Plane.” 

“It scared me half to 
death,” Hays said. “It was 
a great experience and defi¬ 
nitely a big milestone for 
us.” 

A video dance party 
held in Rogers Student 
Center hosted Tuesday 
night attracted about 500 
students. 

TJC fed over 1,000 
people Wednesday dur¬ 
ing the Apache Cookout 
and Activities Fair. Ten 
organizations were there 
including businesses and 
organizations around Tyler. 
Students were also able to 
get free “live strong” bands 
and dog tags made. 

“It was a great turn 
out, and it helped a lot of 
students know what they 
could get involved in and 
how to do it,” Hays said. 



Not only were students 
able to get their caricatures 
drawn on Tuesday, but it 
was the open house of the 
new Spirit and Traditions 
Center in Rogers Student 
Center. 

“The afternoon was 
such a success,” Hays said. 
“There were so many stu¬ 
dents that next time we will 
need to get more artists.” 

Meet the Apaches at¬ 
tracted over 200 students in 
Wagstaff and was followed 
by a pool party afterward. 

“It was such a great 
way to get the students and 


Photos by Bethany Frank 
team ready for the game 
on Saturday,” Hays said. 
“I just loved the drum line! 
Everyone really seemed to 
enjoy their performance.” 

The week was conclud¬ 
ed Saturday with the win 
against TVCC in White- 
house. 

“I hope all the students 
had a great time,” Hays 
said. “Keep your eyes 
peeled for more fun activi¬ 
ties on campus.” 


TJC represented at East Texas Fair 


By Nathan Bailey 
Staff Writer 

Tyler Junior College 
will have a booth at Harvey 
Hall from noon Saturday 
through Sept. 30 during 
the East Texas State Fair, 
Alumni Relations Director 
Betty Briggs said. 

Faculty members, 
alumni and students are 
urged to volunteer and 
“help support commu¬ 
nity events,” Briggs said. 


They need a minimum of 
three volunteers for each 
of the three shifts per day. 
Those who volunteer will 
get complementary tickets 
to the Fair. To volunteer, 
contact Briggs at 903-510- 
2371. 

The Apache Belles, and 
the Apache Band will give 
a live performance Sept. 
25, and “usually an elderly 
couple from the commu¬ 
nity will be crowned King 


and Queen,” Briggs said. 

The TJC booth will 
open at noon on the week¬ 
ends, and at 11 a.m. on 
weekdays, and will close 
promptly at 10 p.m. Along 
with the TJC Catalog, free 
yellow yard sticks, stickers 
with rose decorations and 
yellow Apache bracelets 
will be handed out this year 
to promote TJC. 
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Sigma Kappa Delta prepares for new members and new year 


By Stacey Morris 
Staff'Writer 

The Psi Gamma Chap¬ 
ter of Sigma Kappa Del¬ 
ta which held its charter 
membership induction cer¬ 
emony last spring, is now 
preparing to welcome new 
members. Faculty Sponsor 
Dr. Linda Gary hopes to 
have a large response from 
the invitation letters recent¬ 
ly mailed. Students who re¬ 


ceive letters will have until 
Sept. 22 to return their ap¬ 
plication to be considered 
for membership. Those ac¬ 
cepted will have the oppor¬ 
tunity to participate in the 
induction ceremony in mid 
to late October. 

This is the first year 
SKD has been affiliated 
and recognized by the Na¬ 
tional Office for Student 
Affairs on the TJC campus. 


Sigma Tau Delta, the Eng¬ 
lish Honor Society of four- 
year colleges, was loosely 
and unofficially organized 
around campus several 
years ago, Gary said. 

Candidates are selected 
from qualified TJC students 
who maintain at least a 3.3 
GPA, have accumulated 12 
college credit hours and 
have no grade lower than a 
“B” in any English course. 
Contrary to popular belief, 
SDK is not just for Eng¬ 
lish majors and is “not an 
elitist society,” Gary said. 
SKD also accepts associ¬ 
ate members who are non¬ 
voting, non-office holding 
active members who are 
valuable for participation 
in many of the society’s ac¬ 
tivities. 

One of Gary’s goals for 
SKD this year is to signifi¬ 
cantly increase member¬ 
ship in order to participate 



Photo by Stacey Morris 

Linda Gary is the faculty sponsor for Sigma Kappa Delta. 


Career Services offers students 


advice, career opportunities 


By Nathan Bailey 
Staff Writer 

Career Services, lo¬ 
cated in Pirtle Technol¬ 
ogy Center, can “provide 
students with information 
about themselves and ca¬ 
reer opportunities,” Career 
Services Director Bryan 
Baker said. The Center 
serves not only students, 
but anyone in the commu¬ 
nity can come by for a ca¬ 
reer evaluation. 

Those people will take 
a personality test first to 
match appropriate person¬ 


alities with their correct 
career opportunities. The 
test includes a brief inter¬ 
net session they can take at 
Career Services, or at home 
and e-mail to Baker. 

After evaluating the 
personality test. Baker will 
offer a career assessment, 
involving a face-to-face in¬ 
terview, to explain the data 
retrieved in the test. 

Career Services also 
works closely with local 
employers through a re¬ 
sume data bank located on 
the TJC website. There 


local employers can find 
available students who need 
jobs. Employers can match 
students with the specific 
skills and attributes they 
need. All students need is 
an e-mail address and to 
register online at www.tjc. 
edu, Baker said. 

East Texas Workforce 
Commission also works 
with Career Services by 
hosting job fairs. They 
had three last year, and are 
planning for the next job 
fair this fall. 


in numerous community 
activities. It is currently 
participating in the Art 
Club’s canned food drive. 
UT Tyler and Texas College 
are competing with TJC 
to see who can collect the 
most cans. SKD will also 
participate in the American 
Cancer Society’s Race for 
the Cure in October. 

Thanks to Dean Rich¬ 
ard Minter, the “go ahead” 
has been given for SKD to 
establish its own literary 
journal created in partner¬ 
ship with the Art Club, the 
Graphic Arts Department 
and the Photography De¬ 
partment. This journal will 
be a venue for TJC students 
to publish their own literary 
and visual art. It will be en¬ 
tirely student oriented and 
generated and selections 
will be decided upon by a 


committee of SKD mem¬ 
bers and faculty sponsors. 
The name for this journal 
has yet to be decided and 
a call for submissions will 
go out in late September or 
early October. Submissions 
from students will be ac¬ 
cepted throughout the Fall. 

Gary believes all stu¬ 
dents should become active 
members in Social organi¬ 
zations. They are an im¬ 
portant reference for future 
employers, an important 
networking tool for stu¬ 
dents and are “an important 
part of learning outside of 
the classroom,” she said. 

SKD meets at 4 p.m. 
every second and fourth 
Monday of the month. For 
more information, please 
contact Gary at 903-510- 
3515. 


Webb Society encourages 
students to join 

By Stacey Morris 
Staff Writer 

Linda Cross, retired TJC history instructor, spoke 
to the Smith County Historical Society on Tuesday, 
Sept. 5, about the history of TJC. Cross spoke at the 
Smith County Historical Society Building. Students are 
encouraged to join the Webb Society, a Texas History 
group at TJC, for $2 per person. The Webb Society 
was named in honor of Walter Prescott Webb, a promi¬ 
nent Texas historian. For more information about join¬ 
ing, contact Dr. Jeff Owens at 901-510-2448. 

Give us your comments, com¬ 
plaints, story ideas. Please 
include your name. 

E-mail tjcnews@tjc.edu 
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“Saint John’s Bible” leaves Tyler Museum of Art 


By Stacey Morris 
Staff Writer 

“Illuminating the Word, 
The Saint John’s Bible,” 
which closed Sept. 3 at 
the Tyler Museum of Art 
has been dubbed “the most 
significant handwritten and 
illuminated Bible commis¬ 
sioned since the advent of 
the printing press.” This 
work in progress, commis¬ 
sioned by the Benedictine 
monks of Saint John’s Ab¬ 
bey, began in 1998 and is 
scheduled for completion 
in 2007. It will be housed 
on the campus of Saint 
John’s University Abbey at 
the Hill Museum in Colleg- 
eville, Minn. 

The project will include 
all 73 books of the New 
Revised Standard Version 


of the King James Bible. 
Constructed of vellum with 
a goatskin spine, stain¬ 
less steel clasps and bound 
between boards of Welsh 
oak from a 180-year-old 
tree that had fallen on the 
grounds of Powis Castle in 


local families. James and 
Catherine Zachary of Jef¬ 
ferson displayed their Bible 
that contained a family tree 
dating back to the 1500s. 
The Scroll of Esther, circa 
1960, that is read at the 
Jewish holiday of Purim, 


“the most significant handwritten and illumi¬ 
nated Bible commissioned since the advent of 
the printing press.” 


Wales, this project features 
hand-tooled gold leaf and 
gilding on many of the 160 
illuminations. Beautiful 
and imaginative, these il¬ 
lustrations portray scenes 
from the Bible such as “The 
Crucifixion,” “The Raising 
of Lazarus” and “The Ten 
Commandments.” 

The exhibit also includ¬ 
ed religious artifacts from 


the Jewish Torah, consid¬ 
ered to be the lifeblood of 
the Hebrew faith, and the 
Islamic Qur’an were also 
included in the exhibit. 

Donald Jackson, artis¬ 
tic director for this mas¬ 
sive undertaking, worked 
with consultants from Jew¬ 
ish and Protestant faiths as 
well as Saint John’s Abbey 
theologians to create artis- 


Learning Loft offers students 
jobs, free tutoring sessions 


By Nathan Bailey 
Staff Writer 

The Learning Loft on 
the third floor of Rogers 
Student Center offers free 
tutoring to students and 
provides jobs for qualified 
students to become tutors. 
“The Learning Loft is open 
Monday through Thursday 
from 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
and Friday from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m,” Tutor Coordinator 
Tracey Williams said. 

The Learning Loft of¬ 
fers open tutoring labs, 
which “students can walk 
in without an appoint¬ 
ment,” Williams said. Open 
labs tutor students in class¬ 
es for college preparatory 


math, credit math, anatomy 
and physiology, chemistry, 
computer science and writ¬ 
ing labs. 

The Loft also offers 
individual tutoring for all 
college students. All the 
student needs to do is go to 
the Learning Loft and reg¬ 
ister to set up a time for the 
individual tutoring. 

Williams said students 
can get a personal tutor for 
academic coaching, a one- 
on-one process of help¬ 
ing a student identify his 
or her study strengths and 
weaknesses, and build an 
effective and flexible set of 
study skills. 

Counseling is available 


for students with family 
and personal issues which 
may interfere with their 
academic progress. The 
counseling is free, and an 
appointment can be made 
at 903-510-2041. 

Tutors are needed at the 
Learning Loft. They must 
have a grade point aver¬ 
age of 3.0 and an A in the 
classes the student wishes 
to tutor. They must attend 
tutoring training at least 
once, where they will learn 
policies of the program and 
information to enable them 
to be better tutors. Rates 
range from $6.25 to $9 an 
hour, Williams said. 


tic interpretation of scrip¬ 
tures. Artists and scribes 
working under Jackson’s 
direction include Sally Mae 
Joseph, Thomas Ingmire, 
Aidan Hart, Chris Tomlin, 
Andrew Jamieson, Sue 
Hufton, Suzanne Moore, 
Brian Simpson and Hazel 
Dolbey. Most of them live 
in England. Using pre¬ 
cious minerals ground into 
pigments, handmade inks 
and goose, turkey and swan 
quills, these artists and 
scribes are bringing to life 
timeless stories familiar to 
many. 

Numerous groups saw 
the exhibit, including an 
eighth grade art class from 
T. K. Gorman Middle 


School. Gorman student 
Melanie Messick said the 
exhibit was “gorgeous” 
and she enjoyed the mod¬ 
em and abstract qualities 
of the art. Her classmate, 
Phil Morley, was im¬ 
pressed with the artists’ 
themes. He said it was 
“more amazing than any¬ 
thing” he had ever seen 
because it did not “com¬ 
pare to modern photogra¬ 
phy,” which is a great in¬ 
terest of his. 

The exhibit, which 
offered a unique perspec¬ 
tive of events depicted in 
the Bible, filled the Bell, 
North and Carmichael 
galleries at the Museum. 


Drama to celebrate 
80 th anniversary 

By Nathan Bailey 
Staff Writer 

The drama department, which celebrates its 80th 
anniversary this year, will begin the celebration with 
an original playwright series. Three plays have been 
selected, all written by Tyler Junior College’s finest. 

The first play will be “Dearly Beloved” written by 
Nick “Hope” Wilkinson, Jessie Jones, and Jamie Woo¬ 
ten, all former TJC students. This play will run Oct. 
5-10. 

“A Name for a Ghost to Mutter” by Cyndi Wil¬ 
liams, will be the next play during the original play¬ 
wright series. Cyndi Williams is a former TJC student 
and has won the Independent Spirit Award for best ac¬ 
tress. 

In the spirit of Mildred Howell, the drama depart¬ 
ment’s first director, Dr. David Crawford will have his 
original play “Harvest” wrap up the series. “Harvest” 
has been performed in New York City and has also 
been considered for film, Theater Instructor Jacque 
Shackelford said. 

Shackelford said, “Not only are we celebrating the 
drama department’s anniversary this year, we also cel¬ 
ebrate TJC.” 
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Apaches defeat Dragons 41-7 


By Brad Brown 
Staff Writer 

The TJC Football Team 
cruised to a 41-7 opening 
victory over Hutchinson 
Community College Aug. 
27. Fourteenth-ranked 
TJC, led by Quarterback 
John Weed, destroyed the 
Blue Dragons throughout 
the game. 

Weed, who completed 
22 of 36 passes for 318 
yards, and ran for 43 yards, 
accounted for most of 
TJC’s 553 offensive yards. 
On the Apaches’ first drive. 
Weed hit three of six passes 
for 34 yards and Izale Wil¬ 
liams finished the drive 
with an 8-yard touchdown 


run with 9:12 remaining in 
the first quarter. 

Weed’s only misake 
of the night came on the 
Apaches’ third drive. On 
third and 11 from the 
TJC 31-yard line, Weed’s 
screen pass was intercept¬ 
ed by Hutchinson line¬ 
backer Leonard Mayers, 
who rumbled 24 yards for 
a touchdown with 1:14 left 
in the first quarter. Just be¬ 
fore halftime, TJC kicker 
Jake King, a Lindale High 
graduate, kicked two field 
goals to give TJC a 20-7 
lead heading into the lock¬ 
er room. 

Hutchinson Communi¬ 
ty was no match for TJC’s 


grueling defense which 
held the Dragons score¬ 
less in the second half. 
Hutchinson’s only offen¬ 
sive weapon was Running 
Back David Woods who 
accounted for 70 yards on 
13 carries. The rest of the 
offense could not even 
double that number. 

Hutchinson totalled 11 
first downs and 138 yards, 
but failed to get a first 
down by pass or run until 
9:02 remained in the sec¬ 
ond quarter. 

TJC totalled 295 yards 
on the ground as they just 
pushed their way through 
the Hutchinson defenders. 
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Enrollment continues to grow 

TJC enrollment is up by 100 students this semes¬ 
ter with 5,364 full-time students and 4,171 part-time 
students. Registrar Trey Hattaway, who manages the 
census report which was completed Sept. 7, said the 
enrollment increase is because everyone at TJC had a 
part in that happening. 






TJC is special because everyone pitches in,” he 
said. Other factors influencing enrollment are gas pric¬ 
es, the economy and job security. 

Hattaway believes TJC is a great place to go to 
school, and staff and faculty make TJC what it is. 
“There is not just one factor to the success of TJC. it’s 
a team effort,” Hattaway said. 

Tyler Festival raises money 

Tyler held its nineteenth annual Festival on the 
Square on Sept. 16 downtown. The Festival featured a 
Texas music theme with free admission during the day, 
and $10 after 4 p.m. All money raised will go to Ty¬ 
ler Main Street Project, Festival Publicity Chair Erica 
Noyes said. 


Medlock Murphy Tennis Center 


NJCAA names Knox 
Offensive Player of the Week 


Continued from page 1 

The TJC Tennis program 
is nationally known. The 
men’s and women’s tennis 
teams have been taught by 
Head Tennis Coach John 
Peterson since 1987. Both 
men’s and women’s ten¬ 
nis teams hold records for 
winning 10 national cham¬ 


pionships under Peterson’s 
leadership. 

In 2000, the Intercol¬ 
legiate Tennis Association 
named Peterson Junior Col¬ 
lege National Coach of the 
Decade. He was the only 
coach named Coach of the 
Decade in both the men’s 
and women’s tennis. 


“It is so exciting for ev¬ 
eryone here in the tennis 
community that we have 
the opportunity to move 
into such a beautiful tennis 
home,” Peterson said, “We 
are all hoping that this facil¬ 
ity will spur even more ten¬ 
nis activity in Smith County 
and East Texas.” 


By Brad Brown 
Staff Writer 

Apache Wide Receiver 
Johnny Knox was named 
NJCAA Offensive Player 
of the Week for games 
through Sept. 4. Johnny 
Knox, a sophomore stand¬ 
out wide receiver from 
Channelview High School 
in Houston, earned these 


honors as he lead TJC to an 
upset victory over second 
ranked Trinity Valley Com¬ 
munity College. 

In the game against 
Trinity Valley, Knox caught 
four passes for 188 yards. 
His first reception came on 
the second play of the game 
as he caught a bullet from 
Quarterback John Weed for 
a 75-yard touchdown. 

Knox again set the of¬ 
fensive tone for TJC in the 
second half by scoring on a 
66-yard touchdown recep¬ 
tion on TJC’s first play of 
the third quarter. In TJC’s 
2006 season opener against 
Hutchinson Community 
College, he caught five 
passes for 113 yards and a 
touchdown. 






























